White Water season begins

Waterhouse Street, Kawerau

The warmer months are now upon us and that means the start of White Water activities on the Tarawera River in Kawerau.  Action begins on Sunday the 14th November with the R6 New Zealand Raft Selections which will have a 9am start with the time trials, 10am the head to head races, 11.30am the skilful slalom races and finally at 2pm, the down river endurance.  There will be the best crews of NZ elite men and women battling it out for the right to represent their nation in Costa Rica in 2011 at the World Champs.  NZ Rafting Selection Races will include a fun event for canoe slalom.  A 10 gate course will be set and slalom paddlers are welcome to join in other classes as well.

The next big event will be the immensely fun ‘Seriously Social Rafting Comp’ held over the weekend of 27th & 28th November.  After huge popularity last summer the event organisers have decided to hold a college only competition on Saturday 27th whilst on Sunday 28th a competition for social groups will take place.  The aptly named festive event’ ‘Rudolph Rafting Comp’ is a big fun event with a festive fancy dress theme.  This fun social raft competition is aimed at any person and no experience is necessary and all gear, guide and rafts are supplied in the entry fee.   Entry can be done online through www.kaweraudc.govt.nz and is $20.00 per college paddler and $35.00 per open social grade paddler.
Prior to Christmas there will be a Kayak Training Camp held by NZ Slalom on the Tarawera River with up and coming kayakers training over the 15th-17th December.  The training camp is aimed at beginners and anybody interested should contact Sue Clarke at NZ slalom, sueclarke@xtra.co.nz.   Local kayak enthusiast and advocate for young people getting on the river, Bruce Webber is also regularly running kayak workshops and has been taking the Kawerau Blue Light participants on the river weekly.  Anybody keen to learn the art of white water kayaking can contact Bruce at bruce@morefun.co.nz for more information.
The New Year will bring in more exciting events with the NZ Kayak Selections and Rankings to be held over the 22nd & 23rd January.  New Zealand’s top white water athletes will be on display as well as a number of international stars coming to the southern hemisphere to make use of the warmer conditions.   Then towards the end of the season during the 18th-21st April there will be the National Secondary School Champs which will have young paddlers from all over New Zealand congregate in Kawerau for this top event.
Kawerau will be alive with plenty of white water action for all ability levels so why not get involved?  For more information go to www.kaweraudc.govt.nz. 

